




over 75 years, operated 19 hours per day and 365 days a year.  It carried up to 4 million letters every 
day, including during World War II.  With the reduction of mail in the 21st century, service was reduced 
and finally ended in 2003, a victim of the Internet. For those of you who would like to learn more there 
is an excellent web site at http://homepage.ntlworld.com from which many of these details have been 
taken.  Also, there was an underground 2 foot system in Chicago which was used for moving freight 
around the city, although the tunnels were officially built for the routing on electrical and phone lines.  
If there is interest, I will detail this system in a future edition.  The London system credited the Chicago 
system with concept. 
 

SAFETY MESSAGE 
    There are many dangers in the live steam hobby.  When operating equipment the size and weight of 
our trains, we need to keep in mind the physical properties.  My fully loaded train weighs in the 
neighborhood of 5,000 lbs and can do serious damage if it comes in contact with another object or 
worse, a person.  Members and guests must watch out for each other and lend a hand if things go wrong.  
One danger we can and must do something about is live steam. Anyone who has had the unfortunate 
experience of a sudden release of steam will certainly attest to the necessity for care.  Our club rules 
have always required boiler inspections as the minimum that must be done to insure the safety of the 
operator and those in the general vicinity.  Live steam has a very large amount of potential energy.  That 
energy should be directed in such a way as to limit the dangers from cylinder cocks and blow downs.   
Live steam has to be contained and directed if it is going to do useful and safe work. We now have 
about 8 boiler inspectors trained by our Chief Boiler Inspector, Steve Chromik.  We have made it very 
easy to find one when a boiler needs inspection.  Some of these inspectors do house calls.  So why do 
we still have individuals bypassing inspections?  Most likely it is because their boilers are not to our 
code, or they are leaking so badly they can’t hold pressure.  In either case, the boiler needs attention 
along with the safety appliances that go with it, such as the feed water system, the sight glass and the 
safety valves.  In any club there are different levels of knowledge and expertise.  If you need help with 
something then please ask somebody.  I don’t know of any club member who, if asked for help, will not 
gladly give it. 
    Any member found to be operating their boiler without a valid boiler inspection shall be removed 
from the club.  If you have made changes to boiler appliances since your last inspection, these must be 
inspected prior to operation.  Safety must be number one in a hobby such as ours.  These are the rules 
you agreed to when you became a member of Cinder Sniffers. 
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THE NEW BOARD TO COMMEMORATE OUR  
DECEASED MEMBERS  LOCATED ON THE ACCESS 

TO THE STATION 
MAY MEETING AT DON SAAGER’S TRACK—

TRAFFIC WAS QUITE HEAVY ... 

NEW TUNNEL WITH TELLTAILS AT  
DON SAAGER’S TRACK 

NEWLY COMPLETED TRESTLE AT DON SAAGER’S 
TRACK 
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